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IMPACT OF COVID-19 ON WELSH SOCIETY PLANS FOR 2020-2021


The Malad Valley Welsh Society will not host a Fall Party this year due to the increasing number of COVID-19 cases in Oneida County.

Of course, all plans depend on COVID-19 and conditions related to the pandemic. Oneida County still has a very low number of cases, compared to the rest of the state and the nation.    


As of October 16, Oneida County had 35 confirmed cases of the virus with 3 probable cases. Only 5 of the confirmed cases are active; all others have recovered. There have been no deaths and only a few local hospitalizations although some people have been hospitalized elsewhere.  One of the most serious cases is the Welsh Society’s treasurer, Brent Evanson, who was taken by Life Flight to McKay Dee Hospital.

The other two events tentatively planned for the Welsh Society this year will be a winter party in early February and a St. David’s Day party on March 1. As a member of the Welsh Society, you will be contacted via email, text, or phone call about the Society’s events. If you have questions, please contact Jean Thomas, President, at thomjea2@isu.edu or 208-509-2262. 
join the Malad Valley Welsh Society for 2020-2021! 
 Dues are just $10 per year.
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President – Jean Thomas

Secretary – Roxanne Albretsen

Treasurer – Brent Evanson
Malad Valley Welsh Festival Plans on Hold

Due to the pandemic, plans for the 16th annual Malad Valley Welsh Festival are on hold.  The speakers and entertainers who had planned to come last year have indicated willingness to come to the 2021 Festival. 


The Welsh Festival has a new webmaster, so the website should be more up to date and attractive. As decisions are made in regard to the 2021 Festival, posts will be made to the website. During the first part of March, the Festival organizing committee will announce whether or not the Festival will be held

IF the Welsh Festival is held, the dates will be June 25-26, 2021.
16TH ANNUAL MALAD VALLEY WELSH FESTIVAL

JUNE 25-26, 2021 (maybe)
WE ARE SAD TO ANNOUNCE THE DEATH OF JEAN SHOWELL. SHE WAS AN ORIGINAL MEMBER OF THE MALAD VALLEY WELSH SOCIETY AND CONTRIBUTED HER MANY TALENTS TO THE SOCIETY AND THE FESTIVAL.

WALES AND COVID-19


Government leaders announced on October 20 that Wales will go into a short, sharp national lockdown from Friday, October 23, through November 9 because of the sharp uptick in cases and deaths due to COVID-19. 

This lockdown is called a “time-limited firebreak” to “turn back the clock, slow down the virus and buy us more time.” It is feared that without this drastic action, the National Health Service would not be able to cope with the number of cases.
- The traditional Halloween and Bonfire Night gatherings will not be allowed.

- People are to stay at home except for exercise or essential journeys.

- People must work from home, if possible.

- Adults living alone or single parents will be able to join with one other household from anywhere in Wales for support.

- All pubs, restaurants, hotels, and non-essential shops must shut down.

- Primary schools will reopen after the current half-term break, but only 7th and 8th grades in secondary schools can return.

- All indoor and outdoor gatherings with people not in the same household are banned.

- Hotels, hairdressers, and beauticians will close.

- Leisure businesses, community centres, libraries, and recycling centres will be closed.

- Places of worship will be closed for normal services, except for funerals and weddings.

- Non-essential cross border travel in and out of Wales will end.


People breaching any of these rules could be fined, with fixed penalty notices starting at 60 pounds (approximately $78).

____________________________________

COMPARISON WITH IDAHO
Population of Wales:
3.15 million

Total COVID cases:
35,628

% of population:
1.13%

Number of deaths:
1711

Deaths as % of cases:
4.8%

Population of Idaho:
1.538 million

Total COVID cases:
53,790

% of population:
3.5%

Number of deaths:
531

Deaths as % of cases:
.98%



The first volume of winning poems from the 2017, 2918, and 2019 Malad Valley Welsh Festival Adult and Youth Poetry Competitions will be available at next year’s Festival.  Look for it at the Country Store.
HALLOWEEN IN WALES


Wales traditionally celebrates a holiday similar to Halloween. In fact, some U.S. traditions may come from Wales. Apple bobbing (Twco Fala) is one example. 

Calan Gaeaf is the first day of winter, observed on November 1. The night before is Nos Galan Gaeaf when spirits are said to be abroad. People avoid churchyards, stiles, and crossroads because spirits are thought to gather in these places.


Traditionally, children would dance around a village fire while everyone watching would scratch their names on rocks and place them in and around the fire. When the fire started to die out, everyone would run home, believing that if they stayed, Yr Hwch Ddu Gwfa (a tailless black sow with a headless woman) would devour their souls. The last child out on the evening was believed to be at risk of being eaten by the beast. If any stone were missing when the fire went out, the belief was that that person would die within the year. (a bit different from trick-or-treat)


MEMBERSHIPS IN THE MALAD VALLEY WELSH SOCIETY MAKE GREAT 

HOLIDAY GIFTS!


2019 Winning High School Poem – 
Seder Nesbit
 A RAY IN THE DARK
The wind shrieks against the bristling trees

Pushing, pulling

Putting shame to the previous gentle breeze.

The clouds gather and form,

Mending together like stitchwork,

Giving life to a new rising storm.

Rain begins to thicken.

The air starts to freeze.

My mind can’t help but quicken

My burdening unease.

The hair unfurls from my hood

While mist sprays a delicate frost to my lashes.

The middle of storm in which I stood--

My eyes dimming as each thought of mine crashes.

And I can’t help but wonder

Why must I endure this thunder?

The numbing cold-hearted abuse--

Why must I feel it all let loose?

This burden feels too strong;

The calm spirit inside has begun to crack.

How much longer will this storm prolong?

And just when I think it’ll never fall back.

A ray of light emerges, bold and strong.

Shining brightly through the somber sky above

And layering itself on my skin

Like a warm and embracing shove,

Healing me from deep within.

Only a second, it lasts

But only a second I needed.

For the gratitude in my heart blasts

As the doubt in my mind retreated.

A new power reimburses

A strength of mind that nurses--

Knowledge of the end line

Is something success cannot decline.

For those who are strong enough to

Relish in the single ray of light they get

Are surely strong enough to get through

Any storm that brings a threat.
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